MINI SOCCER PROGRAM

Guidelines - 7 Aside
for players born in 1998, 1999, 2000
U7, U8, U9

Apr 9, 2007 (Revised)

The game of soccer is governed by the Laws of the Game as published by FIFA.  It is often necessary to make modifications and allowances in the interest of the players concerned.  Such is the case for mini soccer, and except as noted in these guidelines and rules, the FIFA laws shall be applied.

It should be noted that the mini soccer rules and guidelines contained here are not necessarily the same as those adopted by other clubs.  This issue becomes important for mini all-star teams traveling to tournaments, since they will have to adapt to the rules of their hosts.

1.
Playing divisions:

a) The playing division is determined by the year in which the player is born.  Playing outside of the assigned divisions is not allowed unless approved by the Board of Directors.  The playing divisions are as follows:

U7:  Players turning 7 years old during the current calendar year

U8:  Players turning 8 years old during the current calendar year

U9:  Players turning 9 years old during the current calendar year 
b) A team may have up to 14 players, but not more than 7 players including the goalkeeper from each team on the field at one time.  All players must be allowed to play at least 50% of the available playing time.

c) Where it is required, WISC reserves the right to re-assign players to different teams in the interest and objective of trying to achieve more balanced teams.

2.
Ball Sizes, Game Format and Duration

a) U7, U8 & U9  will use a size 4 ball.

b) For the U7, U8 & U9 divisions:

i. The game shall consist of 2 x 25 minute halves with a 5 minute interval between halves;

ii. Play will be stopped by the referee at approximately 6 minute intervals for player changes;

iii. So as not to interfere with the goalkeeper or play, no one, including spectators, is allowed behind the goal line;

iv. With this playing format, the time taken by play and rests amounts to about 60 minutes.  Coaches are encouraged to set aside at least 15 minutes preceding the game for warm-up and skill development

v. Player substitution takes place from the sideline - since the duration of games is slightly longer in this division, it is also recommended that practice sessions take place regularly, on non-playing days.

vi. The team listed first in the schedule is considered to be the home team.  The home team coach is responsible for providing the game ball and for presenting the visiting coach with the game sheet to complete prior to the start of the game.  Information to be completed on the game sheet by each coach is the date, time, location, team identification, coach names, the first and last names and numbers of the players.  No other comments are to be placed on the game sheet except by the referee for official purposes.  The game sheet is to be submitted to the Club office within 48 hours of the completion of the game by the home team coach or Convener.  

3.
Field of Play

a) The field of play for mini soccer shall be smaller than regulation size.  Where play is on a regulation size field, only one third or one half (as suitable to the age division) shall be used, across the width of the regulation size field, between the centre and goal lines.

b) Regulation size field goals shall not be used in mini soccer.  On permanent mini soccer fields the existing goal sizes are already appropriate for the level of play and shall be used.

c) When play is on a subdivided regulation field, or when proper permanent nets are not available, nets, pylons or markers, duly spaced 3 yards (9 feet) apart, shall be used as goals or goal posts.

d) The goal area extends around and in front of the goal markers for six yards (approx 6 meters or 6 adult average stride sized steps).  This area also serves as the equivalent of the penalty area on regulation sized fields.  

4.
Player Substitution

a) Permission to substitute for a player who is injured, ill, or who leaves the field of his/her own accord, or who is sent off for severe misconduct, shall not be denied, provided the referee has first been made aware and has indicated acceptance of the substitution.

b) A substitution is allowed for a player sent off for misconduct, but the offending player will not be allowed back on the field.

5. The Referee

Gross disregard of the Rules or Codes of Conduct whether committed by players, coaches or parents will not be tolerated. If, after having issued warnings, this type of misconduct persists, the referee shall require the coach to remove the offenders from the vicinity of the field of play.  Failure to obey the referee’s request may result in abandonment of the game and subsequent disciplinary action.

6. The Coach
The coach shall remain on the sidelines during play in a close proximity to the location they designate as their bench (i.e. stay off the field and do not move up and down the sidelines).  
